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The Portland Bureau of Emergency Management is committed to equity.

The City of Portland complies with all non-discrimination laws

including Title VI and Title II of the Civil Rights Act.  

To request a translation, accommodation or additional information, please contact Daire Elliott by email at 

daire.elliott@por tlandoregon.gov , by voice 503-823-4375, City TTY 503-823-6868,

 or Oregon Relay Service 711. 
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“  What everyone involved agrees on is 

that the cleanup must move as quickly 

as possible, to help communities begin 

the rebuilding process and to prevent 

health problems that might emerge if 

waterlogged waste were left to rot.” 

Eric Lipton and Kirk Semple – New York Times, November 16, 2012
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Introduction
The City of Portland is vulnerable to disasters and emergencies potentially generating large amounts 
of debris. The purpose of this plan is provide a framework for the City of Portland to clear roadways and 
remove debris, in order to open transportation routes and reduce threats to human health and safety 
and harm to the environment. 

The City recognizes there will be a need for regional coordination following a disaster that generates 
large amounts of debris. A regional disaster debris framework is currently being developed by the 
Portland Metropolitan Region (formerly the Portland Urban Area [PUA]) Regional Disaster Preparedness 
Organization (RDPO) in coordination with local, state, federal and private industry partners. The 
framework will identify speci! c jurisdictional roles, responsibilities and authorities; thresholds that 
would trigger regional coordination and response; and determine locations for and management of 
Temporary Debris Storage and Reduction Sites (TDSRS). 

The objectives of this plan are to:

 n Support regional e" orts  to plan for debris management. 

 n Establish an organizational structure to coordinate debris collection for a large event within 
the City of Portland.

 n Identify an e!  cient 
approach to street 
operations and 
management of 
debris removal from 
public property and 
public rights-of-way 
(ROWs), and from 
private property 
where debris poses 
immediate threats 
to public health and 
safety.

 n Model debris 
volumes and 
determine need and 
capabilities  for debris 
clearance, removal and disposal. 

 n Describe the types of contracts and contractors  needed to assist in debris management.

 n Develop templates for initial public messages about how to properly dispose of debris. 

 n Ensure that Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Public Assistance Program (PA) 
eligibility requirements, local and state health and safety procedures and other required 


